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‘‘ It is impossible that the present Corn-Bill, or that any Cornu-Bill, 
‘ can do the landlords good (except for a few months, perhaps) as long 
‘ as the Bank of England and other bankers are compelled to pay their 
* notes in gold. Itis aciear error; an unmiged error, to suppose that 
‘a Corn Bill, beit what it may, cau prevent prices from falling down to 
** a very low mark, unless a uew chauge were to be made in the laws 
** respecting the currenty.”—ReGister, l0th February, 1427. 
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CORN PROJECT. 


TO THE 


WEAVERS IN 
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THE NORTH. 





Kensington, 2d March, 1827. 
My Faienps, 


Tue Corn Project; that famous | 


measure of “liberality” which | the projectors; but, in the mean- 


was to relieve you, is, at last, 
cone out. It has been a long 
time a hatching, and, now it is 
hatehed, it ‘will, as I shall pre- 
send,” show, have the effect of 
making bread dearer instead of 


cheaper, as far as it can have any 


<1, 


effect at all. We shall see, in the 
end, that other circumstances will 


come, and defeat the intentions of 


while, we here have their inten- 
tions ; and, those intentions clear- 
ly are, to make bread to be at all 
times dearer than it is now! This 
is the relief, is it, that these liberal 
Ministers had in store for you! 
This is the proof that Cannine is 
T 








[ENTERED AT STATIONERS’ HALL.} 



























ORN PROJECT 580 





to give us, that the House works 
well, and that it needs no reform- 
ing. However, let me now pro- 
ceed to state the substance, at 
least, of what passed last night 
relative to this Corn Project. 
Various rumours have been 
afloat with respect to the menaces 
dealt out by the landowners against | 
the Ministers, if they proposed 
any thing that would have a ten- 
dency to lower the price of corn. 
Most monstrous threats have, cer- 
tainly, been uttered on the part of | 
the land people against the poor 
apothecary, who was bound, so- 
lemnly bound, as much as a man) 
could be without parchments and | 
wax, to propose something like 
a free trade in corn. He, accord- 





ingly, poor man, was taken ill 
upon this occasion, and did not, 
even appear in his place. He, 
poor man, was at a Cabinet Coun- 
cil on Wednesday, but could not 
attend in the House to look the 
landlords in the face on Thurs- 
day ; though he is the Minister of 
Trade; though he is the advocate 
of free trade; and though he has 
just received an addition te his 
salary, from this very House, of 
two thousand pounds a year, as a 
mark of admiration of his sur- 


prising genius as a Minister of 


Trade. The measure is not even 
owned by Mr. Canning himself, 


who brings it forward ; but is as- 
cribed to the master mind of the 
great Liverpool himself! So that, 
here it came as a sort of begging 
creature in its shroud, bespeaking 
indulgence, and deprecating all 
opposition and all discussion. 
However, the main thing is, 
to ascertain what will be the 
EFFECT of this measure, as far 
as the paper-money affairs will 
let it have any effect. You, my 
good friends, and all the rest of 
the half-starving millions of Eng- 
land, Scotland and Ireland, want 
bread to be cheaper than it is; 
you want to have your bread at 
as low a price as the French silk- 
weavers and cotton-weavers have 
their bread.- Aye, to be sure you 
do; or, how the devil are you to 
carry on a competition in the sale 
of your goods against the silk- 
weavers and cotton-weavers of 
France, Germany, and other 
countries’ This is what you 
want; this is what all of you who 
have sent up petitions to the Par- 
liament have been earnestly pray- 
ing for; and this, as far as this 
measure can accomplish the pur- 
pose, you are to be most effectu- 
ally prevented from ever having. 
The measure now proposed is n0- 
thing at all without measures fe- 
lative to the paper-money ; but, 
that is no matter : weare to 8 















of this measure as athing intended 
to produce certain effects; and 
we are now going to see what these 
effects are; and how kindly the 
Ministers and the landowners, 
how humanely, they have listened 
to the voice of a starving people! 
Lord Miron, the great advocate 
for the starving weavers ; Burke’s 
great Corinthian Pillar; oh, this 
compassionating Lord, scems sa- 
tisfied with the course pursued by 
Canning. Heis reported to have 
said that the Ministers had his 
thanks for proposing this scheme: 
nay, Mr. Atperman Woon is, by 
the Morning Chronicle, reported 
tohave expressed himself favour- 
able to the propositions. On the 
other hand, the landowners seem 
delighted with the propositions ; 
so that, really, if the fame of these 
propositions; if their wondrous 
power in producing harmony could 
be fairly got to the ears of the 
unfortunate saint, who is asserted 
to have been the author of them, 
he might be inclined to carry 
them and to lay them under his 
pillow, as the base, rascally, 
beastly, nauseous parasite of the 
Courier newspaper tells us he 
did with a PRAYER-BOOK 
the other day. 

But, my friends, though Alder- 
man Wood use one of his hands 


'o help Knatchbull make a clap 





in favour of these propositions 
though both sides and both ends 
and top and bottom of the big 
House; though all agree to ap- 
plaud this measure, pray be not 
you such despicable fools as to 
applaud it, until you have ascer- 
tained what itt EFFECT will 
be. That effect will be; that ef- 
fect must be; that effect must be 
intended to be, to make bread 
permanently dearer than it is now. 
I do not say that this effect, and 
that the whole fabric will not be 
swept away by the operations of 
the paper-money ; but, if the pa- 
per-money could be kept steadily 
in its present state; if the taxes 
could remain just what they are ; 
if all other things could remain as 
they are, the inevitable effect of 
this measure must be, to make 
bread constantly and permanently 
dearer than it is now! And this 
I am now going to make as clear 
to your minds as the sun on the 
brightest day is, at noon, clear to 
your eyes. 

The average price of wheat, at 
this time, in England is, accord- 
ing to the government accounts, 
fifty-three shillings the quarter, 
of the Winchester bushel, eight 


bushels being a quarter. There. 


may be some pence on one or the 
other side of this fifty-three shil- 
lings ; but, fifty-three shillings is 
T2 
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much about the price throughout! 
England ; the price being lower 
in Scotland and in Ireland. ' As 
the law now stands, wheat cannot 
be brought into the country, until 
English wheat sell for seventy 
shillings a quarter; and then the 
wheat brought in has to pay a duty 
of ten shillings a quarter. I beg 
you to mark these sums well ; for 
you will presently see how neces- 
sary it is to bear them in mind. 

Now, this being the law at pre- 
sent, you wanted such an altera- 
tion of the law as would permit 
wheat to be brought into the coun- 
try at times when English wheat 
should be at a great deal lower 
price than seventy shillings a 
quarter. Indeed, you, and all 
just men, wanted a great deal 
more ; for you wanted the ports to 
be as freely open to French corn 
as they were to French silks. But, 
at any rate, you wanted wheat to 
be permitted to be imported, when 
English wheat should sel] in the 
market at a lower price than se- 
venty shillings a quarter. Well, 
and your wishes are to be grati- 
fied now; for, the PORTS ARE 
TO BE OPENED, and wheat 
may, at all times, be brought into 
England, Ireland, or Scotland, 
from foreign countries! Huzza for 
Liverpool, Canning and Co.! 
Now the wiseacres will meet on 






RorrRecT 


chester; now they will meet at 
the “ New Bailey,” and at the 
“ Police office,” and shake one 
another by the hand and congra- 
tulate themselves on the prospect 
of seeing cargoes of rotten cottons 
fill the holds of those ships which 
have brought in cargoes of wheat: 
‘‘ fine times,” says "Squire Cot- 
tonfuz, meeting ‘Squire Gas, 
‘* fine times, brother Squire: the 
ports are open!”—Yes, you great, 
haughty, insolent, tyrannical, pa- 
rasitical, half-gentleman looking, 
smudgy-faced beast ; the ports are 
open, and so they have been ever 
since God made the island; but, 
when this measure shall have been 
made a law, go you and try to get 
a cargo of wheat freely into one 
of those ports, and you will soon 
find yourself lying by the heels as 
snugly as poor Joun Kyicur or 
poor Ocpen ever lay! 

Yes, my Friends, the ports will 
be open enough: wheat may, at 
all times, be brought in from fo- 
reign countries; but, now you are 
going to see on what conditions it 
may be brought in. These con- 
ditions 1 beg you to attend to. I 
beg you to observe that they have 
been approved of by the whole of 
the House that works so well; the 
whole of the House that wants no 
reforming. These conditions, then, 
are as follows : when the average 





the “ Royal Exchange” of Man- 


of wheat in England, shall be 
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there is to be a DUTY of twenty 
shillings paid upon each quarter 
of foreign wheat brought into the 
country! Mark that. Then, if 
wheat shall, on an average, be at 
a lower price than sixty shillings a 
quarter in England, there is to be 
an additional duty of two shillings 
a quarter upon the foreign wheat 
brought in; I say an additional 
duty of two shillings a quarter for 
every one shilling a quarter that 
the English wheat shail sink below 
sixty shillings a quarter! For in- 
stance, if English wheat be at 58s. 
a quarter, then the duty is to be 
24s. a quarter; and, to take the 
present price, English wheat is 
now at 53s. a quarter: the duty, 
therefore, on a quarter of foreign 
wheat is to be THIRTY-FOUR 
ENGLISH SHILLINGS ; that 
is to say, about four shillings 
a quarter more than the foreign 
wheat costs, at this moment, to 
bring it into this country, and 
about two shillings a quarter more 
than the WHOLE OF THE 
PRICE which the French silk- 
weaver and cotton-weaver pay for 
their wheat! This is that “‘libera- 
lity” which Sir Francis Burpetr 
praises : this the Morning Chroni- 
cle tells us is viewed favourably 





Hox is yummy svutu rut cuunw yy 
by royal authority, for your re- 
lief. Well did our sensible 
friends at Stockport decline voting 
thanks to the Ministers, till they 
saw what they would finally do for 
them! 

When the average price in 


English wheat, shall rise above 
sixty shillings, then the duty on 
foreign wheat is to be lowered, 
in the same proportion as it is to 


sixty shillings ; so that, when the 
landlords get eighty shillings a 
quarter for their wheat; that is to 
say, ten shillings for the Win- 
chester bushel, they are, then, to 
let wheat in at no duty at all, 
Kind gentlemen! Only eighty 
shillings; that is to say, the 
quartern loaf at about fifteen 
pence! They will be content to 
let us have the quartern loaf at 
fifteen pence: when it comes to 
that, they, in the excess of their 
liberality, will impose no duty at 
all; will have no direct tax upon 
our bread. 

So that, you see, my Friends, 
here is a famous alteration in your 
favour. As the thing now stands, 
foreign wheat cannot be brought 





by Mr. Atperman Woop! This 
is what you are to get in answ’ + 


a's 


ae . 


in unless English wheat be seventy 
i a ae in the market ; 


the foreign wheat is to 
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England; the average price of 
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much about the price throughout | chester ; now they 


upon it. So that, we are not to 
have wheat from abroad, unless 
wheat at that time shall cost us 
eighty shillings a quarter, in one 
shape or another. The “liberal ” 
Jexxryson bas hatched a plan, 
as Cannine tells us, by which we 
are to be made better off. Ac- 
cording to this plan, when English 
wheat sells for sixty shulings a 
quarter, there is to be a duty of 
twenty shillings on the foreign 
wheat: when English wheat sells 
at fifiy shillings a quarter, there 
is to be a duty of forty shillings 
on foreign wheat ; 
our English Wheat 
were down to fifty 
shillings a quarter, we should 


per quarter 


so that, if 


to come 


have to pay ninety shillings a 
quarter; in reality, we should 
have to pay this to English land- 
lords, before we could touch a 
morsel of bread. Suppose Eng- 
lish wheat to fall down, as it did 
some years ago, to forty shillings 
a quarter; we should, then, to get 
at a mouthful of foreign wheat, be 
compelled to pay a duty of sirty 
shillings a quarter upon that 
wheat; or, in other words, the 
pretence of there being open ports 
would be manifest, then, to all the 
world, the most shocking delusion 
that ever was attempted to be 
practised upon a credulous peo- 


Paonieer 






‘ 


will meet at 


ied 4 «a a? 


sion to every species of insult, 

Let us, now, see how the thing 
will work immediately ; in what 
degree it will be likely to relieve 
You 
want bread to be cheaper than it 
is now: this measure almost de- 
clares it, in so many words, to be 
already too cheap. The measure 
declares, in substance, that the 
proper permanent average price 
of English wheat is SIXTY 
SHILLINGS A QUARTER : 
this is what it declares; and it is 
to impose duties, restrictions ; it 


your horrible distresses. 


is to work effectually for causing 
this average permanent price of 
English wheat not to sink below 
sixty shillings a quarter, Win- 
chester measure. Mind, my 
friends, this is the only object of 
the proposed measure: this only 
object is, to cause English wheat 
to be constantly sold, if possib’e, 
for not less than SIXTY SHIL- 
LINGS THE WINCHESTER 
QUARTER ; and, then observe, 
that the average price of English 
wheat in the market NOW is 
FIFTY-THREE SHILLINGS 
A QUARTER. Thus, then, it 
is undeniably true: thus, then, 
all the cant of the liberal school ; 
all the really or pretendedly ailing 
gentry ; all the sophistry and ly- 
ing backward and forward of the 
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Scotch feelosophers : nothing that 
can be said or done by anybody, 
can amount to a denial of this 
fact: namely, that this measure 
will, that it must inevitably tend 
to make bread dearer than it now 
is. It'‘must have this effect, unless 
that effect be destroyed by the 
workings of the paper-money. 
Such, at any rate, must be the 
intention. It can have no other 
intention than that; and, yet, the 
Morning Chronicle understands 
Mr. Alderman Wood to have 
viewed this measure favourably. 
However, my Friends,when this 
measure is adopted (and adopted 
it will be) we shall know precisely 
the amount of the tax which we 
pay to the landowners on our 
bread. The amount will be ex- 
antly that of the duty which is im- 
posed on the foreign wheat. Here 
am I’, for instance, with my little 
mill, at which I sometimes grind 
my own wheat. I want a quarter 
of wheat; and, of course, I want 
it as cheap as I can get it. There 
are five hundred thousand quar- 
ters of foreign wheat in the King’s 
warehouses. They cost, I believe, 
about thirty-four shillings a quar- 
ter, freight, insurance, and all ex- 
penses upon their head. Well, 
says I, I will go and get mea 
quarter of this wheat; for, our 
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ter; so that I shall, here, save 
nineteen shillings by buying a 
quarter of this foreign wheat. 
Look at me, my friends, marching 
off as cheerly as possible, my 
thirty-four shillings in my pocket, 
and my cart behind me ready to 
carry home my wheat. Down I 
go to the warehouse and ask for a 
quarter of wheat. Say I to the 
Dantzicker, 

Your price, my buck ? 

Danrzicker—Only dirty four 
scheilings. 


boy, and here are my sacks: 
come, you Sir, bring the bushel 
here, and Jet us fill them, for I 
want sadly to be tasting this cheap 
bread. 
(Enter Custom-House Officer.) 
Orricer. Holloa, what the 
devil 's going on here. 
Danrzicxer. Why, may it 
please your honour (bowing very 
low) | have sold this man, here, 
a quarter of my wheat for dirty- 
four schellings. | 
Connerr. Yes, Squire, and I 
am going to take it away, if your 
worship pleases. 
Orricen, Take it away! 
Cosserr. Yes, why not take it 
away: I have bought it and paid 
for it. Come, John, take this sack 
upon your shoulder, and carry it 





land-owners will ne: sell me their's I" the cart. 


under fifty-three shillings a quar- 


_ Orricen. Holloa, there! Thames 


Cossertr—There they are, my .« 
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Police ! Here, smuggling ; cheat- | 
ing the revenue; robbing the 
landlords! 

Consert. What’s the matter? 
A measure has been adopted for 
opening the ports: this wheat has 
been brought in: may I not be 
permitted, now that I have bought 
it and paid for it, to carry it away! 

Orricer. (To the Police.) Ah, 
there, you may go away: this 


fellow is only a fool that does not | 


know what he is about. (Turning 
to Cobbett.) My good fellow, you 
have been reading the newspa- 
pers, I dare say! 

Cosnerr. Yes, I have. 

Orricer. Aye, I thought so: 
and the debates, now, | dare say, 
as they are called ¢ 

Connserr. Yes, I have been 
reading an account of Mr. Secre- 
Tary Cannino’s opening the ports. 

Orricer. I tell you what, my 





good fellow: those d 


d news- 
papers are the ruin of half the 


wheat, to be sure; but, you have 
got another thirty-four shillings to 
pay me before you take it away. 
Consett. The devil | have! 
Orricer. Devil or devil not, [ 
can’t let it go, until you give me 
thirty-four shillings, for that is the 
duty upon a quarter of foreign 
wheat when English wheat is at 
fifty-three shillings a quarter, and 
that is the price of English wheat 
now, 

Consetr. Oh, Lord! What a 
fool I have been! I believed Sir 
Francis Burdett, when he extolled 
the “liberality ” of Mr. Canning. 
I could not believe that Mr. Alder- 
man Wood would view favourably 
any thing that was not for my good. 
Orricer. You would better, I 
believe, remember the Scripture, 
that fells you not to put trust in 
the children of men, whether land- 
patriots or water-patriots. 
Cosserr. Well, but, Mr. Off- 
cer, if I give you thirty-four shil- 


world. Here they have brought lings in addition to the thirty-four 
you, now, upon a Tom Fool's er- shillings which I have just given 
rand all the way from Kensington | i9 Mr. Von Sniccersnee, I sball 
down to Rotherhithe, “ nine miles | have paid sixty-eight shillings for 


to suck a bull and go back a-dry,’ 
as my old grandmother used to say 


my quarter of foreign wheat, when 
| could have gone to ‘Mark-lane 


Cosnerr. Well, but, Mr. Offi- | and bought a quarter of English 


cer, must not I have my wheat 


»| wheat for fifty-three shillings. So 


now | have bought it and paid that this new measure of the Mi- 


for in? 


nisters, instead of making breab 


Orricer (laughing). Why, my| cheaper, must make it dearer, if 





poor fellow, you may have the 


it have any effect at all. 
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there be truth in arithmetic, it 
does seem to be so, indeed. 
Cosserr. But, Mr. Officer, 
don’t you think that it is a d—d 
shame that these landlords should 
make us pay a tax of thirty-four 
shillings upon every thirty-four 
shillings worth of wheat which we 
eat; and don’t you think that a 
Government that supports them in 
such proceedings ought to be.... 
Orricer. Don’t say any thing 
against Government: I won't hear 


Orricer. Why, as you say, if, 





This would be much about the 
end of mv economical expedition 
to Rotherhithe; and, if there be 
any creature upon two legs and 
without feathers upon its carcase ; 
if there be any such creature in 
England who does not, now, see 
this matter in its true light, it 
ought to have feathers upon it 
without delay, or to come down 
upon four legs and be covered 
with hair. Iam sure, my Friends, 
that you will see it in its true light; 
Tam sure that you will see that 





any thing said against Govern- 


ment: if you say any thing against 


Government Ill-....... ‘eos 
Cossetr. But, as I was going 
to say, don't you think that such a 
Government ought to be ...... 
Orricer. No: I do not; and 
G—d d—n you, if you dare say 
such another word, I’ll send you 
before the Police Magistrate for 
treason against his Majesty. 
Cosserr. But is it treason for 
me to complain of paying thirty, 
four shillings tax upon thirty-four 
shillings worth of bread? I said, 
and 1 will say it again, that such 
a Government onght to he.... 
Orricer. (Calling his people.) 
Here, lay hold of this. rebellious 
rascal; fling him out into the 
Steet, and if he offers to come in 


again, cram him into the wel : 


watch-house, a: ae 


one half of the amount of our 
bread is now tax, and to continue 
‘to be tax. I am sure you ‘will 
| see now, if you never saw it before, 
that there can be no remedy, ex- 
cept in a reform, a legal and con 
| stitutional reform of the Commons 
House of Parliament. 

Let me not conclude, however, 
without taking care not to imitate 
the miserable deluders of the 
broad-sheet, who will, in. general, 
represent this asa clear gain to 
the landlords, at the expense of 
the rest of the community, It is 
so much money which ye pay to 
the landlords, tax upon bread. 
But, pray mark if they do not get 
this tax from us, they lose their 
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enormous tax to the fundholder, 
the dead-weight people, the army 
the navy, the pensioners, the sine- 
cure-people, the grantees, the tax- 
gathers themselves ; and to all the 
endless swarms of tax-eaters. 
The landlords get this enormous 
tax upon bread from us; but they 
do not keep it; and, with the 
present taxes imposed upon them, 
upon the land and upon every 
thing, their estates must be taken 
away from them, even if their 
wheat be sold at sixty shillings 
What, however, is 
What is that 
What 


answer is that to you; especially 


a quarter. 
that to you and I! 


to vou, who are starving ? 


when these very men who impose 
this enormous tax upon bread, 
have the power as completely so 
to reduce the taxes as to enable 
them tosell their wheat as cheapas 
the German farmer: what answer 
have these men to give you, whom 
they allow to be in a state of half- 
starvation, while the begging-box 
is sent by royal authority round 
the country for your relief. 

Their whole case lies in this 
short question: Why do they not 
take off the taxes, and render a 
Corn Billunnecessary ' Their case 
rather lies inthe short answer to 
this question; namely: BECAUSE 
THEY AND THEIR RELA- 
TIONS RECEIVE A VERY 
LARGE PORTION OF 
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‘THOSE TAXES !— That is 
their case, my friends: there is 
the cause of your suffering ; there 
is the cause of the continual agi- 
tations in property; there is the 
cause of all the difficulties, the 
embarrassments, the uncertain- 
ties, nine-tenths of the bankrupt- 
cies, ninety-nine hundredths of 
the suicides, and more than that 
proportion of the various crimes 
which have long disgraced, and 
which now threaten to produce a 
dissolution of that society, the 
Improved State” of which is 
the boast of our great minister, 
Mr. Peel. 

Other opportunities will offer 
for making observations upon this 
subject; but, I could not refrain 
trom saying a few words upon it 
at this time, though it will compel 
me, I fear, to cause some little 
delay in the dispatching of the 
Register to the country. 

I am, My Friends, 
Your most obedient and 
Most humble Servant, 
W. COBBETT. 

N. B. I am of opinion that the 
schemes of olus Canning in 
Portugal are in such a state as to 
cause us not to be surprised at 
the most wonderful silence which 
has been observed upon the sub- 
ject, ever since the parliament 
met. One would almost think the 


members bound by an oath not 


even to pronounce the word Por- 
tuga!. 








TO 


MR. O’GORMAN MAHON, 


On the subject of the expulsion of 
the Register from the Asso- 


ciation Room at Dublin. 


Kensington, 26th Feb. 1827, 
Sik, 


To be indiscriminate is almost 
always to be unjust ; I have often 
felt great pain in being unable, 
without the introduction of ever- 
lasting exceptions, to speak of the 
** Scotch” in the manner that I do 
frequently do, knowing as I have 
through the course of my life, so 
many excellent men of that na- 
tion, and having found amongst 
them, seme of the warmest and 
most disinterested friends. But I 
have made exceptions, in this 
case, which I wish to be regarded 
as being, at all times, to be un- 
derstood to be repeated, when I 
should be bestowing my censure 
on the conceited, the mean, the 
greedy and unfeeling pretended 
philosophers of Scotland. 


Marcu 3, 1827. 
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In the present case discrimina- 
tion is more easy ; for, there are 
the names of those who lent them- 
selves to the purposes of Mr. 
O’ConneEt_; there are the names 
of his unprincipled Lazaron1; 
and there are the names also of 
those who had the spirit openly to 
scorn to range themselves in the 


ranks of that despicable lazaroni; 


and, believe me, Sir, to be per-— 


fectly sincere when I say, that the 
unaffected politeness, the frank- 
ness, the sincerity, the great store 
of good sense and of talent, which, 
when I had the happiness to see 
you here, I perceived to mark 
your character, have given me 
singular satisfaction when I per- 
ceive that you are one of those 
who opposed this consummately 
mean and despicable proceeding. 
With most explicitly declaring, 
that I, by no means, confound the 
members of the Association ge- 
nerally with Mr. O'Connell and 
his tribe; and with expressing 
my best thanks to all those gen- 
tlemen, who, either by their 
speeches or votes, thus defended 













































— tenia = 


e~ Tae ¥ — ae 
en Fe eee + 


- ae = = 2 . = ~~ 

























































599 





me when I was not present to de- 
fend myself: with this declaration 


and with this expression I should 


stop: but, having seen, in two or 
three publications, an expression 
of anger against the lazaroni and 
their leader, for having done that, 
which might, by possibility, tend 
to cool my zeal in the just cause 
of my Catholic countrymen, I now 
proceed to assure you, that, were 
I to be stung by a wasp, in an en- 


deavour to drive him from my 


fruit, I should no more think of 


hacking to pieces and tearing up 
those fruit-trees, which I have 
reared with so much care, and the 
growth of which I have watched 
with so much delight, than I 
should think of doing any thing 
hostile, with regard to my Catholic 
countrymen or the people of Ire- 
land, or of leaving any thing un- 
done, that I could possibly do to 
serve them, because O’Coxne.u 
and his lazaroni have made this 
attempt to injure or to mortify me. 
You will have seen, in spite of the 
vote of the lazaroni, that this 
affair has been treated by me, in 
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a manner which is any thing but 
serious. Indeed, my readers in 
England, who cannot be expected 
to discriminate, in such a case, 
with that degree of accuracy 
which I can, and which it becomes 
me to do, would have been almost 
unanimous in their ridicule of me, 
if I had treated the thing in any 
other manner. I did think, at one 
time, of sending over to Dublin, 
by way of answer to the Catholic 
Association, a copy of a French 
translation of the Protestant 
Rerormation, made and pub- 
lished at Paris; a copy of an 
Italian translation published at 
Rome; a copy of a Spanish trans- 
lation, published at Philadelphia, 
to be sent and circulated through- 
out South America; a copy of 
each of two stereotype editions in 
English, published in the United 
States of America; and, to these 
I did intend to add the original of 
amanuscript letter of Mr. Ma- 
tuew Carry, of Philadelphia, 
informing me that the sale of these 
English editions, had been, in the 
United States, perfectly prodi- 
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gious, and had produced an effect 
corresponding to the extent of the 
circulation. 

Why, Sir, supposing that Bric 
had not been so contemptible a 
creature as he was; supposing 
him to have been a person to re- 
flect some credit instead of dis- 
credit upon the Association ; sup- 
posing him never to have been 
notoriously eager to barter the 
best rights of the people of Ireland 
manifestly for the sake of getting 
his shoulders covered with a silk 
gown; supposing him never to 
have called (as I heard him in 
your presence) the forty shilling 
freeholdersin Ireland ‘‘ worse than 
brute beasts;” supposing him 
never, when he found that a con- 
tinuation in that line did not suit 
his interest to turn round, and not 
only eulogise those forty shiliing 
freeholders to the skies, but to 
dub himself a knight of an order 
founded to celebrate their fame ; 
supposing him never to have done 
any of these things, and supposing 
even that he had died from causes 
other than those griwing out: of 





that ruffian-like insolence, which 
marked him for her own when you 
and I saw him clench and hold up 
in boxer-like style his two fists at 
Mr. Lawless, at my table, in an- 
swer to an argument of that gentle- 
man in defence of the poor forty 
shilling freeholders : supposing all 
this ; supposing him to be a per- 
fectly harmless as well as ignorant 
creature, and that I, from mere 
wantonness, had chosen to disport 
myself over the hyperbolical 
praises bestowed upon his me- 
mory ; supposing me to have dis- 
covered less feeling of compassion 
than I might, or ought to have 
shown in such a case: let us sup- 
pose all this; and this is supposing 
a vast deal more than the most 
slavish of the lazaroni can call 
upon us to suppose ; supposing all 
this, was it possible, Sir, for any 
man, not devoured by ever cray- 
ing vanity, not rendered insanely 
vindictive by the mortification that 
I had given to that vanity ; was it 
possible for any man except a man 
like this, or except a man wishing, 
at bottom, fo co injury to the Ro- 
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man Catholic religion and Roman 
Catholic people ; was it possible, 
Sir, for any man, except one or 
the other of these descriptions 
suited him, to lay a long train of 
dirty intrigues, in order finally to 
effect the purpose of causing, as 
he hoped, some degree, at any 
rate, of disrepute to fir upon my 
writings? Put these questions 
seriously to yourself, Sir, and J am 
sure you will say that the thing 
was impossible, 

Let the world ; but, be yond all 


others, let the unreflecting part of 


the Irish people, reflect upon this. 
They must now see, what they 
ought long ago to have seen, that 
there is no sincerity in that man. 
Is it the habit of our lives to en- 
deavour to destroy things that are 
of great value to us because they 
occasionally amuse themselves 
with destroying things which are 
of nv value tous? This was not 


the case here; but if it had been 


the case, would this Leader of 


the Lazaroni have evinced, upon 
this occasion, sincerity of de- 
sire to promote the canse of the 
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Roman Caiholie religion? Do 
we endeavour to kill the cat be- 
cause she is not quite so conside- 
rate as we should wish in dealing 
with the purloixers of the pantry ? 
What would you think of the zeal, 
fidelity, and, above all things, of 
the good sense, of your game- 
keeper, if he with his blundering 
bludgeon were to endeavour to 
cripple your best and perhaps 
your only pointer, merely becatse 
the latter had amused himself 
with doing something more than 
point at one of your tame rabbits, 
the place of which the poulterer 
would supply you for nine-pence 
or ten-pence. 

Oh, Sir! miserable is that 
country, which groans under op- 
pressions unspeakable; but ten- 
fold more miserable is she, if she 
look up to such a man for deliver- 
ance! She is sure to suffer from 
his meddling in her cause— 
Thousands upon thousands of men 
will say ; and hundreds of thot- 
sands of Englishmen do say it: 
that that cause cannot be good, in 
which such a manis the “Leddef.” 
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When, or how, unhappy Ireland 


: ; 
is to receive relief, no man can 


tell; but of this, Sir, be assured ; 
on this I would pledge my exist- 
ence, and every consideration 
which is dear to me, that she never 
will receive relief, except through 
means with which this man shall 
have no more to do than he now 
has to do with regulating the move- 
ments and preserving the order of 
the planets. In conclusion, I most 
solemnly assure you, that the 
transaction which has given rise 
to my doing myself the honour of 
addressing this letter to you, has 
awakened in my breast no feel- 
ings except such as are called 


forth by reflecting on the hopeless- 


ness of the Catholic cause, while | 


such a man is called its Leader; 
together with a revival of that 
anxious desire which I entertain- 
ed, three years ago, to see some- 
thing done for the relief of that 
wretched people, who, though 
reviled and scorned by: every 
haughty, base, and'selfish wretch’ 
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always, in proportion to his power, 
find an unshaken friend in, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient and 
Most humble Servant, 
Wu. COBBETT. 


ca 


EMIGRATION PROJECT. 





I nave always said that the 
system would, in its last stages, 
take monstrous plunges, cut capers 
beyond its usual and far beyond 
its natural strength; just as we see 
a rat, which, when it is in health, 
scarcely ever jumps a foot high 
from the ground, jump a yard or 
two high when it has got a shot 
through the heart or through the 
head. Divers are the plunges 
which the system has taken: it 
has cut capers that have made the 
world laugh: its Corn Bills; its 
Paper Bills ; its Small-note Bills; 
its Cash Bills; its surplus produce 


measures; its SixActs; its Ogden’s » 


Bills; plunges of all sorts, ca~ 


pers of every description, has 
upon the face of the earth, will| perhaps the Aolian capers)” 
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scarcely any one hasequalledthis} We have seen the Prime Mi- 
EMIGRATION PROJECT, | nister stand up in his place in 
which will be talked of, in a very | Parliament, and ascribe the suf- 


few years from this time, as one ol | ferings of the country to a sur- 





the strongest proofs of the damna- | plus produce of food, while, at 
ble consequences of a system of that very moment, the begging 
funding and paper money, One | box was carried round by Royal 
Horton Wilmot or Wilmot Horton | command to raise the means of 
(for they shift and change their; preserving part of the people 
names backward and forward in | from starving to death; we have 


such a manner that I know not| heard the distress of agriculture 









which it is), who is, it seems, a 
species of Secretary of State of 
some sort or other, has, the news- 
papers tell us, proposed a scheme 
for diminishing the miseries of the 
people of this kingdom, by sending 
a part of them away to Canada; 
and, the same villanous news- 
papers tell us that the Parliament 
is likely to impose taxes upon us 
for the purpose of sending these 
people away; or, which must be 
the fact, to borrow money for they 


purpose, and thereby add to whatis 


gravely ascribed, by houses as 
well as by committees, to over 
production, while those same 
houses at that very same time, 
voted large sums of money 
out of the taxes to induce 
mouths to leave the country: 
these things, and many others 
equal to these, we have seen: 
it is not, therefore, with much 
surprise, that we have to con- 
template this project of emigra- 
tion. The newspapers tell us 


that this project is the result of 





called the national debt, and there- 
by add to the mortgage upon the | 

. 
landiord’s estate and upon the 
fruit of the labour of the child who | 


is now in the cradle. 


the deliberations of a committee 
of whom Stanly, Wood, Alexan- 
der Baring (she hot and_ cold fit 
man), F. Baring, Horton Wil- 
mot, “* Col,” Torrens and some 
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others were members. They (the 


newspapers) lament that the “ gal- 
lant Colonel,” who is, I fancy, a 
captain on half-pay, ts no longer 
a MEMBER. I dare say that 
the English bundle of empty aris- 
tocrats, who call themselves the 
English Catholic Association, la- 
ment this circumstance too; see- 
ing that they had just passed a 
vote of thanks, to the “ honourable 
and gallant officer,” and were got 
into as sweet and as silly an inter- 
change of compliments with hit, 
as one would expect to see come 
from the pens of a cast, not more 
sunk by a long train of oppres- 
sions, than their own apparent 
proneness to self-debasement. 
The project of this committee 
isa Scotch project : it is, in fact, 
avowedly founded on the opinions 
of Macculloch, that celebrated 
Scotch adventurer, who, only a 
very few months before late panic 
broke out, maintained on his own 
authority as well as that of his 
brother Scotchman, the sinecure 


placeman Adam Smith, that pa- 
Per-money was a “cheap cur- 











3, 1827. 
irency ;” that the use of it was a 
clear gain to the nation; and that 
the country was much more liable 
to suffer from the counterfeiting 
of the gold coin, than from the 
forgery of bank notes and the 
breaking of bankers! “ Late 
panic ” came, and gave the lie to 
all the doetrines of this impudent 
pretender to political knowledge ; 
and yet, this man is the oracle 
now, and on his opinions we are 
to be taxed, it wouldseem, for the 
purpose of lessening that which is 
called the superabundant popula- 
tion of the country, by transport- 
ing part of the people to Canada, 

In remarking upon this project, 
two observations occur at the out- 
set; first, that when the census 
was first taken in the year 1801, 
the result of that census being 
compared with the random esti- 
mates of Chalmers and others re- 
lative to the population of former 
times, showed a great increase of 
population, This showing was 
perfectly fallacious; it was a great 





popular political lie, and intended 
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which is now shaking the country 


of the census was brought up by 


to its centre. When the abstract 
old Geonrce Rose and laid before 
the House of Commons, he spoke 
of the increase of the population 
as a mos! glorious circumstance ; 
and Pirr and Cannio, and Jen- 
Kkinson, and that Witn1aMm Gir- 
ForpD, who has just died covered 
over with sinecures; aye, and 
that Mr. Irenanp, who is now 
Dean of Westminster; the whole 
of the Pittite tribe, who wagged 
either tongue or pen, pointed to 
this “ vast increase of the popula- 
tion,” as an undoubted proof that 
the country had prospered ; that 
the people had been, under the ad- 
ministration of Pitt, happier than 
they formerly were; and that his 
system was therefore thus proved to 
have added to the happiness, the 
resources, and the power of the 
kingdom! What! and was this 
true then, and is this increased 
And is 


it a curse so great that we must be 


population a curse now? 


taxed in order to diminish the po- 


pulation by physical force? Oh, 


monstrous! but, not a tenth-part 
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so monstrous as the things which 


we have to hear of, before this 
system comes to its close. 

The other observation that at 
once occurs to us upon the bare 
mention of the project, is this; 
that in no country, under no spe- 
cies of government, in no state, 
whether called republic, kingly 
government, monarchy, ecclesi- 
astical government, despotism, 
wild democracy; or, by whatever 
name known or designated; in no 
country upon the face of the whole 
earth, from the days of Moses to 
the present day, have we before 
ever heard of a government en- 
tertaining a project of taxing the 
whole body of the people, in order 
to raise money to send part of 
those very people out of the country, 
|upon the ground of the people in 
the country being too numerous ! 
It is the first time that the world 
ever heard of such a thing: the 
thought never before entered into 
Powerful des- 
pots, tyrants of irresistible power, 
have frequently transported whole 


the mind of man. 
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multitudes, natives of the soil, in 
order to rid themselves of what 
they alleged to be a restless and 
rebellious spirit ; in order to ensure 
the duration of their own sway by 
~ exchanging a turbulent for a docile 
people. The Irish have, partially, 
been treated in this way, at diffe- 
rent times, particularly by the 
savage tyrant Cromwety. But, 
this is the very first time, that the 
world ever heard of a scheme for 
transporting to foreign climes the 
innocent and peaceable natives 
of the land, and those too of the 
labouring class, merely upon the 
ground that there are too many of 
them in their native land; and 
that, observe, in addition, while 
every soul of these pretended 
supernumeraries pays taxes to the 
amount of one half of the fruit of 
his labour. This is the very first 
time that the world ever heard of 
such a thing; and, that cirenm- 
stance alone is enough to convince 
any reasonable man, that the 
system which could have given 
rise to such a scheme, must finally 


produce the most awful of cala- 
Mities, 


| 





6M 

Alter these two observations, the 
conélusiveness of which must rest 
upon the mind of every reasonable 
man, it is really not necessary to 
say another word upon the sub- 
ject; bat, I cannot resist the 
temptation to insert here, and to 
make a remark or two upon, the 
observations which the Scotch 
feelosopher, Docror Brack, has 
published, by way of commentary 
upon the Parliamentary proceed- 
ings in this case. The project is, 
the reader will please to observe, 
purely a Scotch project: it comes 
from the other side of the Tweed ; 
it has in it, all the brain-~<wist 
and all the obduracy of the Scotch 
philosophy ; it considers men, 
women, and children, merely as 
it corsiders beasts of different 
ages ; it considers the mass of the 
people as it views the cattle 
sheep, pigs and poultry upon @ 
farm ; and it supposes a legitimate 
power to dispose of these cattle, 
sheep, pigs and poultry at the 
pleasure of the Government, whom 
it regards as their absolute owner. 


The whole of this philosophy has 
U2 
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entered into entire possession of the 
heart and mind of Doctor Black. 
He, therefore, is an advocate for 
the project; but, the project does 
not go far enough for the Doctor ; 
and, as we shall see, if the pro- 
ject be proper to be adopted in 
any part, the Doctor has reason 
on his side. 

I request the reader to go par- 
ticularly through the observations 
of the Doctor; for though we shall 
find him afraid openly to avow the 
horrid lengths to which he and his 
tribe would go, his observations 
clearly point to those horrid lengths 
and enable us to draw the con- 
clusion which he himself has not 
the courage to draw. I number 
his paragraphs, in order to save 
time in referring to the different 
pa. ts of the article. 

1. “ The persons more imme- 


** diately concerned in this matter 
** may be classed thus— 


* 1. Those who desire to emi- 
“* grate. 

“ 2. Those who from benevo- 
“lence, and from want of 
“information, are willing 
“ to promote emigration. 
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“© 3. Those who are to act as 
“* legislators. 
2.“ The first class consists of 
“ persons whose situation is so 
“ very deplorable, that it is next 
‘to impossible to make it worse ; 
“ they are pretty certain that by 
‘being removed to Canada it 
‘must be bettered. They look 
“ simply to the hope of escaping 
“from misery, and they cannot 
“ reasonably be expected to look 
“ at it in any other point of view. 
3. “ The second class are also 
“ operated upon by their feelings; 
“and without adverting to any 
“other circumstance than bene- 
“ fitting those who may be re- 
‘moved, are willing to subscribe 
‘their money, their wishes, or 
“ their advice, or, at any rate, to 
“ acquiesce in the request of the 
“ first class. 
4.“ The third class have a 
“ most important duty to perform ; 
“and yet, strange as it may ap- 
“pear, not a single Member of 
“the House of Commons who 
“spoke on Mr. Horton’s motion 
“ for a Committee, took a com- 
“ prehensive view of the subject. 
5. “ The debate was just such 
‘* anone as might have taken place 
“in any common club or society 
“ of half-informed men who were 
“disposed to give way to their 
“ feelings, and willing to promote 
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“a loose project for the advan- 
« tage of the petitioners. This is 
“doing any thing but what is 
“right; and, as it usually hap- 
“pens when men in a public 
situation trifle with important 
« subjects, it was mischievous. It 
‘encouraged hopes which can 
‘never be realised. A legisla- 


“tor ought not to allow himself 


“to be governed by his feelings, 
‘however painful it ‘may be to 
‘him to pronounce sentence on 
the fate of others. 
6.‘ The state of the case is 
“ this :— There are in these king- 
** doms so many more hands than 
“ can be employed, that the wages 
“ of labour have, by their compe- 
“ tition, been reduced to the starv- 
“ ation point, and the misery of a 
* vast number of them has become 
| “excessive. This is universally 
. “ admitted. What, then, should 
, “a legislator have done when 
f Mr. Horton moved for his Com- 


) | “mittee? He should have asked 
n “ himself this question, Can I by 


; “any means remove so large a 
‘* proportion of the people as will, 
“ by reducing the demand for la- | ‘ 
“bour, raise the wages of those 


o-=e= CO 


“ he could answer in irma- 
rT tive, he w hOnY 1 t tc / nc 

“ out any hopes! which the p 
“ ple would be delu 
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“who may remain? | . 
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7. “ Great Britain and Ireland 
“contain about 23 millions of 
“ people, and if it were possible 
“annually to remove 150,000, 
‘¢ only one in every 153 would be 
“removed. He who knows any 
‘* thing of the state of the people, 
“ knows that the number is kept 
“ down to what it is by the impos- 
‘ sibility of increasing it at a more 
* rapid rate than that at which it 
“« does increase, simply by starva- 
“tion, and the consequences of 
“starvation; and that if this 
“ pressure were taken off, more 
“people would be immediately 
** produced, or more of those who 
** die in consequence of privation 
“‘ would be preserved. It is of no 
‘* use to blink the matter; we may 
“‘ cheat ourselves as much as we 
‘* please, but we cannot’ prevent 
“the consequences here noticed. 
“ The legislator is bound not to 
“ blink the question, not to cheat 
‘* himself—his duty is to meet it 
“openly, manfully, wisely; and 
** fearlessly to encounter any ob- 
“ loguy which those who either 
“ cannot or will not look at it in a 

‘ large way, may bestow ag 
‘him. | 
we spoon remove and settle 
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“can; and then what follows? , 
“« What bat this—that there would 
“not be one person less at the 
* year’s end from the respective 
*« days of embarkation. 

9. “* Whatis one person in 153 
“in such a community as we 
“have in England !— what in 
“such a people as inhabit Ire- 
“land? Can any reasonable 
“man doubt, for a single instant, 
** that there is one person for every 
“* 153 removed ready to fill up the 
“ void '—and this being the case, 
“what would be the consequence 
“of 150,000 persons emigrating 
“annually! Simply this—that 
“so many persons would be pro- 
“vided for at an enormous ex- 
“ pense, which could in no way 
“lessen the misery of those at 
“ home; and, after many millions 
“of money had been expended, 
“bitterly disappoint those who 
** still remained in misery; bring 
** upon those who so absurdly at- 
“tempted to catch water in a 
“sieve the contempt they would 
“have merited, for having so 
** fruitlessly employed themselves 
“in an absurd attempt to accom- 
“‘plish what was not possible, 


“after having added many mil- 
“lions to the present enorm ou 
“ public debt. 

lu. “ Oar limits will not allow 
“us to pursue the subject further 
“at present.” 


The Doctor, at the beginning of 
paragraph 6, states the evil; name 
ly, the existence of more hands 
than can be employed at wages 
sufficient to sustain life. And, 
having stated this, he says 
“THAT THIS IS UNIVER- 
SALLY ADMITTED.” When 
he makes use of the word univer- 
sal, he certainly is guilty of a very 
audacious falsehood : the assertion 
has been repelled by me for more 
than twenty years consecutively 
and I have bad at my back a very 
considerable part of the intelligent 
persons in this kingdom. The fact 
is notoriously false. All the hands 
could be employed and constantly 
employed, and with sufficient 
wages, if the taxes, the enormous 
taxes, the bands of paper-money- 
monopolizers, and all those things 
were removed, which take from the 
farmer and other employers, the 


means of paying those sufficient 


wages. Stupid or perverse Doc- 
tor Black, go to any farmer in 
England, I care not in what coun- 
ty or of what opinions the man 


y (ei 




















621 Marcu 3, 1827. 


great deal of labour left unper-, shall be taken off, or the far greater 


formed which he would like to 
have performed, and the perform- 


ance of which would be profitable 


to him, if he could spare the mo- 


ney to pay for it. Ask him what it 
is that disables him from sparing 
the money. Here he may be a 
little puzzled ; but, if he were to 
take a pen and piece of paper and 
put down what he himself pays 
for the consumption of his own 
house in tax on tea, tobacco, malt, 
sugar,soap, candles, leather, hops, 
wine, spirits, glass, windows, dogs, 
horse, starch, blue, paper, pepper, 
mustard, almanack, newspaper, in 
short, on every thing that he touches, 
that touches him, or that is at all 
necessary to the existence of his 
body and the bodies of his wife 
and family ; if he were to take a 
pen and put these all down in a 
string; then add the stamps on his 
receipts, the enormous deduction 
from the legacy he got the other 
day; the tax on the stamp of his 
lease: in short, he wep find 
himself a thing incrusted 0 ve r 
taxes. Tell bis at a 





part of them; and then ask him 
whether he could not have his land 
better tilled, and pay his men 
higher wages. “ Oh! yes,” he 
would say, “instead of six men 
“at eight shillings a week I could 
“then have eight men at twelve 
“ shillings a week.” ‘ Stop, my 
* oood friend,” [ should say, “* You 
“need not raise their wages at 
‘* all: that's the good of the thing; 
‘* for they could work for even less 


‘“‘ wages than they have now, and 


‘live well and be well clothed - 


“into the bargain.” “Ah! sure 
“that never can be,” he would 
say. ‘* Yes it could and would 
“ be, for, your labourers now pay 
“ out of their earnings, even out 
** of their pauper-pay, all the taxes 
“jn proportion to their consump- 
“ tion, which you have to pay, and 
“which make you so poor as to 
“ make you unable to employ them 


“* upon good wages. And, farmer of 
“ common sense, is it not manifest 


“ to you, that, if your labourer got 





rt 


much beer, as much tea, as 
b auger, as much tobaceo, 
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“ soap, candies, and leather, for|and blown into air. Men prone 
| 
‘* sirpence as he now is compelled | to self destruction are never to be 
“to purchase for eight en-pence | taught. Nothing will open their 
“ or two shillings; is it not mani-|eyes. Like the moth, do what 
“ fest that he would be well off | you will, they will rush to the 
* and live as he ought to live, and | candle. If this were not so, what 
“that, too, for a great deal less | would this nation have wanted 
“wages than what he receives | more to open its eyes, than these 
‘* now from you!” Is not this as | two undeniable propositions ; 
clear as day-light? Take article| namely, that the people of the 
by article, and you will find, that} manufacturing districts are plung- 
the enormous taxes and the hor- i“ into a state of indescribable 
rid paper-money monopoly, cor- | misery jor want of somebody to 
dially co-operating as they do, | purchase the goods they have 
take from every labouring man, | made; and that a subscription is 
whether he be ploughman or|on foot, for collecting old cast 
weaver, a great deal more than | clothes to cover the nakedness of 
one-half of that which he receives | the distressed people.. It must be 


under the name of wages or of|a Scotch feelosopher at the least, 


pauper-pay. For labour, ¢tnus|to want any thing more than this. 





loaded, there is not a sufficient 
demand ; but for labour, retaining 
its fruits, the fields of England ; 
the half-cultivated fields of Eng- 
land, and the half-covered backs 
of the English people, would call 
aloud for hands. 


Thus, unless I greatly deceive 


myself, the very foundation of 


this unnatural project is torn up, 


It is not then want of employment. 
There would be employment 
enough, but the means of requit- 
ing the labourer, whether plough- 
man or weaver, are taken from 
the employer, and carried away, 
to be given to fundholders, to 
standing army in time of peace, 
enormous dead-weight, pensioners, 
sinecurists, grantees, to tax-eaters 
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and monopolizers, of all descr ip 
tions, not forgetting two or three 
hundred thousand persons (includ- 
ing their families) employed solely 
in the collection of those taxes. 
Now, Doctor Black, I do con- 
jure you, not as you have a soul to 
be saved, for I will say nothing 
about that; but, as you have a 
reputation to be saved, I do con- 
jure you, that you cast aside, for 
one day,at any rate, all other mat- 
ters, and take me up and answer 
me upon this question. At the 
beginning of your 6th paragraph, 
you have clearly asserted a cer- 
tain thing; you have said that 
that thing is universally admitted. 
I, denying the admission, have 
offered arguments to prove that 
your statement, relative to the 
supposed evil, is totally false. 
I have not met assertion by as- 
sertion. To have demanded the 
proof of you would have been 
useless, when you cut me short by 
saying that the “ fact was uni- 
versally admitted.” You had no 
right to go to work in this man- 
er; butno matter; I have taken 
hold of your assertion; I say that 
I have proved it to be false; and 
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much afraid that you will not, 
However, here I challenge you; 
and, if you do not answer my 
challenge, recollect that the bra’ 
kelted feelosophy will suffer. 

For the rest of the Doctor's ar- 
ticle, it is of less consequence ; 
but, still, I must notice it, were it 
only for the curiosity of the thing. 
The Doctor is right enough in 
saying that this scheme must be 
nugatory, even according to the 
principle upon which it is founded, 
unless SOMETHING MORE 
be done, and which SOME. 
THING MORE, the Doctor 
does not NAME. It was named, 
I believe, in the hand-bills that 
were sent from Charing-Cross to 
Mrs. Mary Finpes, of Manches- 
ter, who, as she has since pub- 
lished, sent that worse than 
beastly hand-bill to all the King’s 
Ministers, to all] the Judges, and 
to the Attorney and Solicitor Ge- 
neral! 

The Doctor, at the close of his 
seventh paragraph, observes, in 
very awful accents, “ that the le- 
“gislator is bound not to blink 
“the question, not to cheat him- 
“self; his duty is to meet it 


the public will say so too. Here|“ openly, manfully, wisely ; and 
we stand, English plain sense op-| “ fearlessly to encounter any OB- 
posed to the crotchety Scoteh| ‘ ‘LOQUY in effecting his pur- 





feelosophy. If thou “ beest a What the devil can me 
man,” answer, Doctor! Iam very] ess | 


‘mean? 
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He wants a great parcel of the 
people to be sent away, mind ; 
but, what he says is this, that more 
willbe BREDintheir STEAD, 
if the legislator should blink the 
question, if he should not be open, 
manly, and wise, and if he do 
not fearlessly encounter obloquy. 
What the devil then can the Doc- 
tor mean ! 

Mean what he will, however, he 
takes special care, while he is 
calling upon others to act a manly 
part and fearlessly to encounter 
obloguy ; while he does this, he 
takes special care to endeavour to 
avoid the obloquy himself! This 
is true Scotch all over: making a 
cat’s paw of others; urging fools 
on to do that, which Sawney him- 
self knows it is prudent not to do. 
But, what is it, after all, that the 
Doctor can aimat! He is grati- 
fied, or it seems he is to be gra- 
tified by a sending of a parcel of 
the people away; yet, he is not 
satisfied unless something be done 
to prevent the REMAINDER 
from BREEDING s0 as to fill 
up the gap made by the trans- 
portation. 

The short and the long of the 
matter is, the Doctor must mean, 
because he can mean nothing 
else, the use of that sort of means, 
which, without an absolute de- 
struction of the existing animals, 


is made use of to prevent an over - 
stocking of the farm yard! The 
Doctor means this, because he 
must mean it, and because he can 
mean nothing else, when he is 
talking of a LAW to enforce his 
wishes. 

The project addressed to Mrs. 
Finves ; the Charing-Cross pro- 
ject; that, though superlatively 
beastly and nasty ; though a pretty 
good answer to Mr. Peer about 
the “‘ improved state of society ” ; 
‘that project contemplated volun- 
| tary conformity; but here we 
have the Doctor urging the legis- 
lator to go to work with his irons. 
Here we have the constable, the 
justice of the peace, the gaoler, 
the hangman, all in the contem- 
plation of the Doctor. FORCE 
of some sort he must have in view. 
Mark this, reader: this Scotchman 
must have force of some sort in 
view to prevent us English peo- 
ple from breeding. This he musi 
have in view. He says that the 
member of Parliament does not 
do his duty, who does not openly 
and manfully and fearlessly en- 
counter obloquy, by meeting this 
question and adopting this efficient 
remedy ; that is to say, a remedy 
of a legislative force to pre- 
vent the breeding; and, yet, the 
sly Scotchman, after having €0- 
deavoured to poke forward his 














nant of Wheat, &c. arrived " 


even to name this absolutely 
necessary measure ; but, slides 
away, slips away out of the 
subject by abruptly observing : 
«QUR LIMITS will not allow 
“ us to pursue the subject farther 
“at present”! 

A true Scotchman every inch 
of him! His‘ limits” allowed 
him to fill another column or two 
of the same broad sheet with rub- 
bish that would have disgraced 
the pages of even “ Anna Bro- 
pic.” A Scotchman’s “ limits” 
always accommodate themselves 
most wonderfully to his wants ; 
however, the Doctor has here said 
enough to show us what stupid, 
what beastly notions are afloat ; 
and I am satisfied that I have said 
more than enough to expose those 
notions to the ridicule, or, rather, 


to the detestation of every man of 


common sense. 


Wu. COBBETT. 





SCOTCH 
IMPUDENCE. 

I reap in the Morning Chro- 
nicle an account of what is called 
the “ Theatrical Fund Dinner ” 
lately held in the all stinking town 
of Edinbargh. The whole thing 
was in the true Scotch style. Sir 


the Bort af Tapdars fromutsprtla LE (ce a gcMerdas Tatas. & ain, 


and he (who has a son in the 
army) chose to give the Duke of 
Wellington as a tuast. But the 
toast, most attractive of my atten- 
tion, and most perfectly character- 
istie of the arrogance and impu- 
dence of this Scotch crew, was 
the following one :— 

“* Lord Melville and the Navy, 
“ that fought ill they left nobody 
to fight with, liké an arch sporise 
“man, who clears all, and goes 
* after the game,” 

The fellows might have coupled 
the Duke of Clarence’s name 
with the Navy ; but, that they left 
nobody to fight with, isa lie, well 
known to all those who recollect 
the drubbings which they got from 
the American Navy, who not only 
fought them to the last hour of the 
war; but, who actually fought 
them after the peace was made; 
and, which is singular enough, 
with a vessel of inferior force, at- 
tacked, beat, captured, and carri d 
in as prize, a Scotch-commanded. 
vessel, carrying out from Englar d 
the dispatches announcing the 
peace. Sawney cried out to Jo- 
nathan, “ Hoot a’ wa’ mon, we 
are at peace! "—Slap, answered 
Jonathan with a broadside; and 
finally, when he came to rammage 
the papers of his prize and to find 
that the peace had really been 
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a he observed thas ne was 
sorry for what had happened.— 
Scotch impudence is, to be sure, 
beyond all understanding ; but if 
the “‘ Waverly Poet” had been 
apprized of thisfact, which he will 
find recorded even by the Scotch 
historian, James, who was cud- 
gelled by Captain Phillimore, he 
certainly would not have been 
jack-ass enough to give this 
toast! 
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Average Prices of CORN through- 
out Excianpn, for the week end- 
ing February 16. 


Per Querter. 


a de 
Wheat... 53 4 
Barley .. 37 5 
Oats.... 28 4 


a. & 
Rye....40 4 
Beans...47 9 
Pease .. . 48 11 





Total Quantity of Corn returned as 
Sold in the Maritime Districts, for 
the week ended February 16. 


Qrs. Qrs. 
Wheat. . 43,187 | Rye ..... 248 
Barley .. 43,599 | Beans. .. 3,542 
Oats... 12,058 | Pease... . 1,677 





Corn Exchange, Mark Lane. 


Quantities and Prices of British 
Corn, &c. sold and delivered in 
this Market, during the weck ended 
Saturday, February 17. 


Qrs. gs. «6.4. eo Gh 
Wheat. .3,926 for 11,249 14 3 Average, 57 3 
Barley..4.949 .. 9852 12 5.......... 3% (69 
Oats.. 2342 .. 3,963 1 O...cccccs. 33 10 
Rye.coe WW «s 18 D O..ecee e+e 36 10 
Beans..},04 .. 2,428 9 2.......... 48 4 


Pease,. 937 ’* 2405 12 DB. cavccece stl 4 





& tovew)y -- . 


Grain are moderate, In consequence 
of the great accumulation of ice in 


-|the river, the lightermen object to 


work, apprehending danger ; there is, 
therefore, very little business trans- 
acted here to-day, and prices may be 
considered the same as on Monday 
last. 


Monday, Feb. 26.—The supplies 
of all descriptions of Corn last week, 
were rather limited. This morning 
there are moderate fresh arrivals of 
Wheat and Barley, but more Beans 
and Pease than of late; of Oats, the 
quantities fresh up, both Foreign and 
English, are trifling. The factors 
endeavoured to obtain considerably 
higher prices for Wheat this morn- 
ing, but in this they did not succeed, 
our Millers being unwilling tocomply 
in the vresent state of the Flour 
trade; the prices of Wheat, therefore, 
may be quoted the same as last week, 
except for a few ‘picked samples, 
which have obtained 1s. per quarter 
advance. 


The Barley trade remains in the 
same dull state as lately reported, 
with no alteration in prices. Beans 
and Pease, being more plentiful, are 
each 1s. per quarter cheaper, except 
for seed. There has been rather more 
trade for Oats to-day, and stout par- 
cels are rather dearer, but cannot 
quote any alteration in the currency. 
There is rather more doing in Flour 
than of late, 
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pee of Wheat, Kc. arrived in{ 


the Port of London, from Feb. 19 
to Feb. 24, both inclusive. 


Qrs. 1 Qrs. 
Wheat .. 3,207 | Tares .... — 
mane .. 4,721 | Linseed .. 2,406 
Malt .... 5,644 Rapeseed . ott 
Oats .... 3,096| Brank .. — 
Beans... 1,578 | Mustard... — 
Flour.... 6,645] Flax .... ti 
Rye... —|Hemp... — 
Pease... . 1,693 | Seeds .... — 





Foreign. —Barley, 584; and Oats, 
5,448 quarters. 


Monday, Feb, 26.—The arrivals 
from Ireland last week were 4,789 
firkins of Butter, and 3,300 bales of 
Bacon ; and from Foreign Ports, 360 
casks of Butter. 


Price of Hops, per Cwt. in the 
Borough. 


Monday, Feb. 25.—Our market 
remains dull, but prices continue 
much the same as last week. Cur- 
rency as under :—East Kent pockets, 
90s. to 120s.; Kent pockets, 88s, to 
112s.; bags, 76s. to 90s. Sussex 
pockets, 78s, to 94s. ; bags, 66s. to 72s. 


Maidstone, Feb. 22.--We have had 
but little business this week in the 
Hop Trade, and the prices about the 
same, 


a 


COAL MARKET, Feb. 23. 
Shipsat Market. Shipssold. Price. 
21} Newcastle 64 +» 29s, Od. to 375, 94. 





164 Sunderland 25 eae 







SmituFreip, Monday, Feb. 26, 1827, 


The trade was generally heavy on 
Friday ; and prices considered lower, 
To-day the supply is not overdone, 
but the buyers are very reluctant to 
give the terms of last Monday; and 
the demand is consequently slow. 
The best Beasts,as well as choice pens 
of Sheep, nearly support the terms of 
this day se’nnight; but middling 
things are rather cheaper. 


Per Stone of 8 pounds (alive), 


sh tt & 
Beef .....3 10 to 5 O 
Mutton...3 8 —4 
Veal.....5 4—5 
Pork.....4 6— 6 
Lamb ....0 O—0O O 


Beasts. . 2,340 | Sheep .. 23,210 
Calves... 1386] Pigs ... 130 


6 
8 
0 


Nrwoate, (same day.) 
Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead)i 


a et “a & 
Beef.....5 4to4 4 
Mutton...3 O—S 8 
Veal.....3 8—5 8 
Pork.....3 8—5 8 
Lamb ....0 O—0O O 


LEADENHALL, (same day.) 


Per Stone of 8 pounds (dead), 


d. 8 d, 
2to4 
o—s3 
8— 5 
0o— 5 
Oo— 0 


$, 
Beef... .3 
Mutton ... $ 
Veal .... 3 


’ Pork.....4 
Lamb ....0 


of kek OO 









POTATOES, 
































SpiraLFietns, per Ton, 
| Ware .....0e. 3 5 to 4 10 Smithfietdioe ay ++ B05, to 110s. 
« | Middlings......2 0 — 0 0 Straw., .30s. to 36s, 
Bt, Oe Se Clover, 100s. to 126s. 
Tilly Common Red,.0 0 — 0 O | Sy. Jumes’s,—Hay... 70s. to 120s. 
| Onions, Os. Od.—Os. Od. per bush. | Resins 0e40 - Ooy 
| BorouGu, per aca Clover. 105s. to 135s. 
p: ) Ware ree 0 to 4 10 Whitechapel.--Hay....75s. to 105s, 
mA haa = + : on - : Straw...32s. to 36s, 
+ — Red. 3 0—5 0 | Clover, .90s. to 126s, 
m 
' , _ 
AVERAGE PRICE OF CORN, sold in the Maritime Countics of 
England and Wales, for the Weck ended February 16, 1827. 
| Wheat. Barley. Oats. | 
ao d GIG a. & 
CamGen® ,ccccccess a dail 56 3....00 3....amme 
DGG «1 cteeveed ones tus Se ©. Giexse or 
As nc ne cake xia awkee 65 0....38 11:...29 0 
de nnso00s ctenaene 63 1,...38 10... 2 3 
DE. ssenchéseebneshe SS 1....06 4... © 
Cambridgeshire...,...... 44 7....36 0....2%6 3 
rT 58 1.44..8..03,..0% 9 
Lincolnshire ........0+6- 52 2....41 0....27 6 
De cnt cenee eae 61 §....908 11....27 0 
costs besane ee 6s ee eee 
Northumberland ........51 2....36 7....31 10 
Comberiand ...ccccccces 50 0....388 23....33 6 
Westmoreland .......... 59 7....43 0....36 2 
Lancashire .....:...6.. ..58 10....40 4....35 4 
Cheshire........ jtehicons 68 0....49 10....0 0 
Gloucestershire .......... 57 6....43 7....048° 4 
Somersetshire .......... 64° 9....88 1../8&F 3 
Monmouthshire........ 09 4....490 3....90. 0 
Oh dds ccnnante te 64 10....37 4....24 6 
RE 5 ce i vad Shar 65 11....36 4....29 10 
tase. -.0e cede chs 53 6....0¢ 3:37308 6 
Hampshire ..............64 0...,38 5....28 7 
North Wales ............ GO 5....44 5....30 0 
DORI WRIES . 00 wmrcscccs 67. 8....40 6...,25 & 











* The London Average is always that of the Week preceding. 
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Liverpool, Feb. 20.—The sales of all kinds of Grain, during the "past 
week, were very limited in this and the country markets of the district, 
when Wheat, Barley, and Indian Corn, experienced a small decline. 
Beans, Pease, and Kye, were at a little advance. Oats, Flour, and Oat- 
meal, supported late prices. The supplies of Wheat, Flour, and Oats, to 
this day’s market, were considerably augmented by the arrivals of yester- 
day and Sunday, and sales were very limited for each description of 
Grain, &ce. . 

Imported into Liverpool, from the 13th to the 19th February, 1827, in- 
clusive :—Wheat, 10,274; Barley, 4,130; Oats, 22,490; Rye, 385; Malt, 
1,176; Pease, 63 quarters, Flour, 4,347 sacks, per 280 ibs, Oatmeal, 
1,545 packs, per 240 Ibs, 


Bristol, Feb. 24.—The Corn Markets here are very dull, and the sales 
effected are limited. Supplies moderate. Present prices as below quoted: 
—Wheat, from 5s. 6d. to 7s, 6d.; Barley, 4s. 44d, to 5s. 9d.; Beans, 5s. 3d. 
to &s. $d. ; Oats, 2s, 3d. to 4s. 14d.; and Malt, 5s, Gd. to 8s. 3d. per bushel, 
Imperial. Flour, Seconds, 32s. to 49s. per bag. 


Guildford, Feb, 24.—Wheat, new, for mealing, 13/. 10s. to 177. per load 
Rye, 44s. to46s.; Barley, $6s.to41s,; Oats, 52s.t040s.; Beans, 54s. to 56s.; 
Pease, grey, 58s. to 60s. ; ditto, boilers, GOs, to 62s. per quarter. ‘ares, 
11s. per bushel. 

Horncastle, Feb, 24.—Wheat about 1s. per quarter higher. Oats in 
good demand at last week’s prices. Beans and Rye the same,—Wheat, 
trum 50s, to 54s.; Barley, 38s, to 42s.; Oats, 30s. to 40s. ; Pease, 70s. to 
75s.; Beans, 56s..to 60s, ; and Rye from 42s, to 44s, per quarter. 


Manchester, Feb. 24.—We have had a steady demand for most articles 
in the trade: our canals, &c. being closed by the frost, caused the holders 
of fine Wheats to demand higher rates at this day’s market, which was 
cnly partially complied with. There has been more doing in. the first qua- 
lites of Oats to-day, at an advance of 4d. to 1d. per 45lbs. Beans are full 
1s. per quarter dearer. Boiling Pease are in better demand, and fully sup- 
port last week's rates. In Barley, Malt, and Flour, no alteration. 


Neweastle-on- Tyne, Feb. 24.—We had a large supply of Wheat from the 
farmers this morning, but not much coastwise, and there being a good 
many buyers, the sale for fine qualities was brisk at a smal] advance ; but 
there was not any improvement in the value of other descriptions. Rye 
is more in demand, and 1s, per quarter dearer. The market continues bare 
of Norfolk Barley, and prices remain the same as last week. Fine Malt 
more in demand. The supply of Oats from the farmers was small, and 
the foreign arrivals this week being of inferior‘quality, the sale for best 
descriptions ot feed Oats was rather brisk at 1s, per quarter advance, 


Reading, Feb. 24.—We had a fair supply of Wheat at our market this 
day, which sold freely for full as much money as last week, Old Wheat, 
585, to 68s.; New, 54s, to 66s. per qr. by the Imperial measure. Of Barley 
the quantity was very short; it sold readily at an advance of 1s. per quarter. 

he supply of Oats was very large, and sales in consequence rather heavy. 
There were more Tartary Oats for seed than we have observed for a long 
period. The demand for Beans and Pease was dull at last week's prices, 
lour, 45s, per sack. . 

Wakefield, Feb. 23.—The canal a few miles below this place being under 
repair, “= have a very trifling fresh of all Grain to this day’s market, 
he canal wes w closed by the frost, we have a thin attendance 
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COUNTRY CATTLE ann MEAT MARKETS, &e. 





i Horncastle, Feb. 24.—Beef, 8s. per stone of 14lbs.; Mutton, 6d. ; Pork, 
| 6d. to 7d.; and Veal, 6d. to 8d. per Ib. 

















Manchester Smithfield Market, Feb. 21.—The briskness noticed Jast 
week has not been fully supported to-day. We had a larger supply of 


Bg: Sheep, and oaly a few prime ones reached our highest quotations, The 

i q best Cattle were difficult to quit at the top price, and the general runs were 

from 4d. to 1d. per lb. below that price. Veal fully supports last week's 

’ rates, and Pork 1d. to 14d. per lb. dearer.—Beef, 5d. to 7d. ; Mutton, 64d. 
to 74d.; Veal, 6d, to 74d; and Pork, 6d. to 7§d. per Ib. sinking offal. 

% 

i ‘ Norwich Custle Meadow, Feb, 24.—Our market this day was well sup- 

. plied with fat Cattle, at 7s. 6d. to 8s. per stone of 14 lbs. sinking offal ; also 
with a considerable number of small store Scuts ; and some very good ones 

' at 3s. 9d. to full 4s. per stone when fat. Pigs, a great many and cheap; fat 


ones to 6s. 6d. per stone. 


At Morpeth market, Feb. 21, there was a geod supply of Cattle and 
' Sheep; there being a great demand, fat of both soll readily at qn advance 
in price.— Beet, 5s. Gd. to 6s.3d; Mutton, 6s. 9d. tu 7s. Gd. per qtone, sink- 

ing offal. 


Birmingham Smithfield Market, Feb. ¢2.—The supply of fat Beef and 
Matton small, and the trade pretty good. Of Stores dull.—Beef, 54d. to 
6$d.; Mutton, 54d. to 6§/.; and Veal, 5d. to7d. per lb, Fat Pigs, 9s. to 
Qs. Gd. per score,—Neat Caitle, 186; Sheep, 50%; Pigs, 413. 


Skipton Cattle Market, Feb. 20.—We had a good show of fat Beasts and 
Sheep, and there was no lack of buyers. —Beef, 6. to 64d.; Mutton, 5d. to 
Y 6d. per Ib. 
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